Uptake of 123I-5-iodo-2-thiouracil, a possible radiopharmaceutical for noninvasive detection of ocular melanoma, in melanotic and amelanotic melanomas in hamsters.
The uptake of 123I-5-iodo-2-thiouracil in melanotic and amelanotic melanoma implanted in Syrian golden hamsters was studied. A selective accumulation was found in the tumours. Uptake of 123ITU in melanotic melanomas was 4 to 5 times the uptake in amelanotic ones. For both tumours high ratios of tumours versus non-tumour were found. The high accumulation of 123ITU in both kinds of tumours and the high tumour versus non-tumour ratios suggest that 123ITU may be a promising radiopharmaceutical for the detection of ocular melanoma.